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The Gold Mines of Braell.
We think of Braz!l more as a land of cof-

fon

and rubber than gold, stlver or iron.
of the country are full of metala.
te of Bahia, whers I now am, has
and there are rich mines of
near here awalting some one to
them. In Minas Geraes there la a
@ which has beéen worked for more
ty vears. There are rich gold dig-
Matto Grosso and gold washing goes
ot many of the tributaries of the Ama-

mines,

Out of the Ouro do Morre de Fogo mines
of Mipnas Geraes about 20,000 pounds of gold
were taken before the independ of
Brazil, and there ls reason to believe that
there {8 a vast amount left. ‘The mines
have paver been sunken more than seventy-
five feet gn account of the water, This
¢ouid easily be pumped out, and, f done,
would probably result In great profta

The gold mine I spoke of as havin
worked for ffty vears is the M
It l= one of the most !mport
and is managed after moder
takes out about 200 tons of or
100 Callfornia pistons. It h
m;ﬂh mills and It reduces the _'
bars right at the spot where is

from the mines. The minea are far back
in the country and the gold output s sent
to the railroad on carts. There are no sol-
diers with it, and it i evidence of the safe-
ty of property in Brazil that =0 far none of
the trains have beén robbed. The gold bars
each welgh eight pounds troy.

Of late counsiderable interest has arisen
as to gold mines north of the Amazon. In
the correr of- Brazil next to French (Gulana
there ls a territory which is said to be rich
irn gold. Abont $2.000,000 was taken out of
the mines ir one vear, and at present there
are many Frenchmen mining gold in that
section. The country ie a wiliderness, with-
out any government but that of the gun
and the revolver. The climate 1= bad and
those who go there often have fevers.

The Second City of Brazil.

I find Bahia Interesting. It has about
W (kW) people and is the second elty In size
in Hrazil. It was for 200 years the capital
of the country and It is still one of the
maost important cities as to trade and com-
merce. 1t has large cotton factories. It
ships quantities of sugar, tobaceo and g:nf-
fee. It exportd more than 10,0000 hides
every month to the Tnited States, and send
a vast number of goat skins to Philadelphia
to be used for making ladies” shoes.

The clty has one of the best harbors on
the South Ameriean coast. It s on a bay
much like that of Rio de Janeiro. It iz of

esque, Many of the houseg are old, for the
city 18 one of the oldest on the continent.

Its babieg had grown up and become gray-
halred men and women before New York
or Boston sprang into existence. 1ts bay
was digcovered eight years after Columbus
first crossed the Atlantie and was settled
by the Portuguesze. Then the Dutch came
in and tried to drive the Portuguese out.
They bullt houses and left thelr marks on
the town. The English also tried to take
possesslon, but the Portuguese finally con-
quered, and Bahla 1s a Portuguese-Brazll-
fan eity today. It is a elty of considerable
culture. 1t has seme of the best schools of
Brazil, and Its people pride themselves upan
it medical colleges and hospita’s, The
country about it is but little settled and not
much developed, and in the future it will
probably have a much larger population.

American Dollars for Vest Buttons.

1 gee many Amerlcan gold dollars here in
Bahia. They are used by the swells for
buttons on their white vests, and are away
above par. Our consul tells me that there
are something llke 10,000 g0 used here.
The people are crazy for them. The black
women want them for chalns, charms and
bangles, and they are especially in demand
to be hung around the waists of newly
boro babies. These colored people have an
fdea that such charms bring good luck.
The poorer babies have silver hung about
thelr walsts, and nearly every little boy I
gee on the sireet has a string of charms
about his neck or loins, although he has,
as a rule, nothing else.

Speaking of colns, all kinds of hard
money are at a premium in Bahla. Even
the nickels which you find In Rio and fur-
ther =outh are not common. Their places
are taken by street car tickets, elevated
rallroad tickets and private shinplasters.
You see gold and silver only In the windows
of the banks or on the counters of the
money changers, The bank notes in clreu-
lation are those of Brazll, which are In de-
nominations of thousands of reis. It now
takes 1,000 reis to mahks 10 cents of our
money, but exchange goes up and down
every day. and many people make money
In speculating on exchange,

Our worthy eonsul, Dr. Furniss, tells me
that he has tried it, but that he will try it
no more. How he came to do so was by the
vizgit of the Oregon on its way around the
continent to engage in our war with Spaln.
During Its trip it stopped at Bahia, and its
commuander eabled from here to Washing-

ton. The Oregon carried with it for ex-
penses $100,000 in $20 gold pleces. It took
$200 to pay for this cable, and the com-

mander gave ten double eagles to Dr. Fur-
niss to pay that cable bill, He could not*
resist the tempting look of the yellow coins
and so he put them in his pocket and paid
the bl in Brazillan money, holding the
gold for a rise. As soon as the Oregon left,
however, exchange began to go down. It
continued to fall until now he will have to
sefl 845 more =zold to get as much HBrazilian

trees W a4 w

this American consul to Bahin, He is a

the shape of a horse shoe, ten miles wide l"au-‘h ag he patd for the cable. Tle still has
IN DAHIA.
at the entrance, twenty-seven milezs long I the gold, hut as his bhoard and wash Lills
hout twenty-three miles wide at the | are payvable in Braziliun bank notes he is
!ju::'t £45 short.
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ny of these nezro women are rich.
Some wear a half d n gald bracelets on
cach arm, a few havi ymond rings, and
many wear gold chains about their fat
necks,

Hnhin and the Slave Trade,

Bahla has perhaps ags many negroes to its
populatton any other city of DBrazil.
wis the coenter of the slave trade. Tha
apers ran thelr cargoes of slaves from
a Into this harbor and from here dis®
ted thafr human freight to all parta of
Thousands of

AS

Brazll NEETOES wWera soent
from here to New Orleans. They wern
smuggle Into 1t T'nited State=z srfter the
trade prohiibited and into Brazil long

after 1t imporiation of slaves was Tor-
bidden

Slavery existed here up to ahout ten years
aeo, and the result i=s that there are now
meare rroes In Bahia than whites. The
color line not at all distinet. The whites
of BErazil have intermarried with the ne-
groes. and von ean find comparatively few

white families which have not some negro
bload
Negroes have an absolute equality here.

N one thinks of ohjecting to their nresence
at the tahles in the dining rooms of the
hotels or on the steamboats. On the connt-
ing =teamer in which T came hers two-
thirds of the passengers were colored.
Seme of them were very intelligent and
not a few were property owrners, 1
find colored people in all sorts of posi-
tions down hers The editor and pro-
privtor of one of the & newspapers of

Rlo de Janoiro f2 a coal-black African, and

At one of our American minister's recep-
tlon=z 1 met the hishon of Amazonas, whose
face In a mahogany hrown. He was
dressed In a  beautiful cardinal gown.
He had a eardipal sknll eap on hls head
and iz ring of office was covered with
A pair of cardinal gloves. He spoke French
fiuently and proved to be a very intellizent

man.
Streets Like Mashed Ralabows.
The walls of the Bahla streets look like
mashed rainbows. The houges ure pg'nted
all colors. Thers ara scores of white héuses,
houses of rose pink and houses of sky

| blue.

Thare are hcuses here as green as the
palm trees which shade them, houses as
red as blood and houses as yellow as gold.
There are houses faced with po, celain tiles
Imported from Europe, tiles a8 fine ag thdas
i-n'-:t your fireplaces. Many of the win-
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ART AND ARTISTS.

The exhibit of the Ceramie Club, which
the 8, W. A, gallerles on
avenue, has united with the
artistle dispiay of the Capital Camera Club

| ih ranking the week an Interesting one for

exhibition goers. The place of photography
and the place of china decoration in art gre
both disputed; photography, beciuse of the

| Hmitations of a purely mechanical method,

and china palnting, because 1t has been
taken up so generally by the dilettanti: and
artists  of genulne ereative ability have
shown a disposition to leave this class of
workers in entlre possession of the field.
Yet any one who visited both exhibltas this
week must have been convineed that there
was a sincere and serlous alm in most of
the work, and that in many cases highly
artistie results have been achieved., So far
as the ceramic workers are concerned, or-
ganized effort in the right direction will do
much toward lifting the art to the digni-
fied plane which belongs to it by right, and
the newly formed club certainly hus a mis-
sion to fultitl. The interest that has been
manifested in the tirst display will doubt-
less insure its repetition annually, and it is
to be hoped that the members will main-
taln an increasingly high standard., CGood
as the exhibition was this vear, one defect
was very noticeable. There were no daring
spirits willing to try entirely new schemes
of decoration, and the highest aim of most
of the exhibitors seemed to be the skillful
execution of something in a famillar styls,
rnrht-r than the production of something
-.'-n‘lu'!-ly new and individual. The close of
this week practically marks the end of the
exhibition season in Washington, and, with
the exception of the art school displayvs,
nothing more is promised. The season has
been unusually long, this year, activity in
art circles generally ceasing im the latter
part of April.

*

* %

Migs Sara Bartle, who is well known
through her charming miniatures, is about
to sall for Europe, to continue her work in
Paris during the summer. Miss Bartle usu-
ally divides her time between Washington

and New York, and she has just finished a
very successful season in the latter city,
She expects to sail on May 17, and will
probably return in the fall.

* ok

The Natlgnal Arts Club, which embraces
In it8 membership artists and art lovers
from all parts ¢f the country, and which
has its headquarters In New York, is to oc-
cupy & temporary club house at 87 West
84th street, pending the erection of a per-
mangnt building on the south side of Bry-
ant Park. The first home of the club was
formerly the residence of Richard V, Har-
ﬁgtl and is being rapldly remodeled to suit
Deeds of the organization, A fire-proof

has made an excellent |
|
as well for Amoer- |

4 members,

. TN

gallery for the exhtbitiom of objects of in-
dustrial and fine arts {= being constructed,
and the basement Wilj contaln a cafe and
grill room, decorat ;n 6ld Dutch fashion
by Charleg R. Lan The cafe, the read-
ing and assembly vooms and thé galiery
will be at the dlshosa] of the women mem-
bers, as wall as the'men. The second floor
of the club house wiil be given over to the
ladies, while the thjrd floor will be fitted
up with billiard, smoking and commiitee
roome for the exclusive use of the men.
At a recent me -:ini._-r the board of trus-
tees the organlzatioh of the club was per-
facted and the follhwing officers elected:
Cearge B. Post, president: Spencer Trask,
treasurer, and Chagles @e Kay, secretary
and managing dlrector pro tem. The chair-
men of the house, fexhibition and library
committees are, resnectively, Samuel T,
Shaw, Charles R Lamb und Richard Wat-
son Gilder.

#* &

A proposition that is just now interesting
New Yorkers is the plan to remove the old
Luilding of the National Academy of De-
sign on 4th avenue and 23d sireet to Cen-
tral Park. The seventy-fourth annual ex-
hibitlon of the academy, which closes to-
day, is tle last dlsplay to be held in the
building, as the grganization's new home,
on Morningside Heights, Is about ready for
occupancy. The bullding that the artists
have occupied for so many vears is an al-
most perfect specimen of Venetian archi-
tecture, being modeled after the Doges’
palace, and would be an imposing addition
to any of the iarge public parks in New
York, The plan was first suggested by the
Architectural League, and has met with
very general Indorsement.

* X

Mr. James Henry Moser has been most
fortunate in his contribution to the exhibi-
tion of water colors and pastels which
opened at the Chicago Art Institute on May
8. All four of the water colors which he
eent were accepted, and the hanging com-
mittee signitied its appreciation of their
merit by giving them all good places. His
“Morning in the Blue Ridge,” which was
exhibited here at the last Water Color Club
show, was the largest and most important
picture of the group, and it was accorded
one of the best places in the galleries,

s
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Among the pietures recently placed on
view at Fischer's the oriental subject by
Gerome, a large and thoroughly represen-
tative example, claims atlention from all
In those who are fond of the artist’s style
it will arouse emthusinsm, and even those
who have no sympathy with the artist's
way of working will be forced to acknowl-
edge that it is the production of a man
who knows his art thuroughly, and who
has mastgred its greatest technical difli-
culties. The pieture represonts the Interior
of an oriental bathing pavilion with three
nude female figures gathered around the
pool in the center, and while the composi-
tion has not the decorative charm that
Alma Tadema would have given a similar
subject, the work reveals a most conscien-
tous realism, The offéer
from a high window on witlls and the
Lies ted paven , and the effect of the
various =subtle refiected ilghts are rendercd
with consummate ability, in the nude fig-
ures the soft lexture the flesh fs well
suggested, but thoge admirers of Gerome
who are continualy hobding him up as a
maodel of academic skill, and knowledge
witll do well to observe that the figures are
not without Jdeh in drawing. Another
canvas, now at isgcher's, which will re-
pay careful study is n tine Troyon, show-
ing a cow walking, The acitton ls well Indi-
cated and the halry texture of the animal's
skin is painted as only Troyon knew how to
paint.

f sunlight falling

"

®

The students both in the Corcoran School
and in the Art League are nearing the end
of their labors for the vear, and the annual
displays of both scheols will be helid at the
cloge of this month. At the league the
drawings which have been entered in com-
petition for the scholarship in the New
York Art Students' League were sent away
for judgement on Thursday, but at the
Corcoran School the pupils are still work-

ing on the drawings that nre to be sube
mitted far the annual awards. The jury
gelected to pass upon the drawings and
award the gold medal, bronze medal and

am
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Wednesday, 41, o remder
t

Georg

Giliba,

gallery on

their verdiet, but the will not
atinuineed until the & [ the folln
ing Jda) Thi
wirk of the
days wlll not
the exnihit

TR

n v Droper,
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Fartlett’s sketeh for the Lafay-
al ditesd to the French

Paul W.
ette memnd

tior he pres

rovernment has been chozen by the Ameri-
can jury, composed of Messrs. George B.
Post, John La Ferge and J. Q. A. Wanrd,

but before the monument is commenced the

sketch mods! will have to receive the ap-
provial of French commitien, eomposed
of M. Ri the architeet of the Louvre;
MM, Dauhois and Guillagme, sculptors, and
M. Rougon, director of the fine arte. It is

opening of the Parls ex-
1 'anid its

hoped that by the

position (he pedes elahorate archi-
tectural ting will be completed and in
plaee, so that Mr. Bartlett may be able to

ilpture In staff, and thus glve
a pratty ldea of the appearance
of the monument when finished, Raised
four steps above the ground level will be a
smoaih Aoor of m mry, about ninety feet
long by seventy et wide. Upon ch of
the long <, following the curves in the
floor, there will be & parapet, in the center
of which wil] be placed a group containing
one scated figure and two children. The
pedestal proper will he about thirty feet in
height, and at the ends there will be statues
representing Ldberty and Justice, In arder
to emphasize the equestrian figure of l.a-
fayatte, it alone will be cast in bronze, and
thie rest of the sculpture will be executed
in granite, the same material that 1g to be
employed in the pedestal and architectural
selting.
"
* %

Three portraits placed on temporary exhi-
bition have been the principal attraction
at Veerhoff's this week. Mr. Harold 1.
Macdonald has placed on view his latest
portralt of Justlee McKenna, and an equal-
ly striking likeness of Captain Birney.
Prof. Andrews has l'l.h‘{u placed on view one
of the recent productions of his brush, an
effective portrait of Miss Sheridan.

set up Lhe

accurite

* %
The Salmagundl Club, at the request of
Mrs. Andrews, has elected to actlve mem-
bership Prof. and Mrs. Andrews, who wera
formerly honorary members. The elub
holds meetings on Tuesday and Saturday
evenings, at which & model poses, and out-
door sketching excurslons are taken at in-
tervals, Only art students are eligible to
membership, and candldates for admission
must have thelr applications signed by two
A majority vote of the club is
required to elect to membership.

“

He—*"Do you remember that Bakely who
married Miss Goldby? He has lost all of
her fortune.”

She—"Well, a fool and his wife’'s money
are soon parted.'—Moonshine,

slde him,

of soapy water.

whita
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VI—Mr. Bobx and lHisx Bubble,

The children stood watching Mr. Bobs
attentively, their attitude betraying their
curiosity and doubt.
sees hov Mr. them

Bobs could convince

that there were smarter men than Aaron in |

that neighborhood, and doubiful of his abil-
fty to do so. It was plain that Mr. Bobs
himself did not share their doubts. He was
in no hurry, and yet there was no delay In
his movements; he was slow but methodleal.
He knocked the ashes from his pipe and
carefully cleancd it out with his pocket
knife, blowing through the stem to clear
away all particles of tobacco. This done,
he laid the pipe carefully on the step be-
reached imto the room behind
him and drew forth a washpan that
seemed to be a little more than haif full
There wuas ulso in ths pan
a small wooden paddle. With this Mr. Bobs
whipped the soapy water gontly, and theo
children noticed that hreaking
into a foamy mass of bubbles, as soapy
water does, three or four large bubbles ap-
peared.

This result geemed to be unsatisfactory to
Mr. Bobs., He drew forth from inside

insten.d ol

Hn

pocket of his coat a large leather or mo-

rocco pocketbook
through Its

and
various

searech
He

began  to
compartments.

finally found what he was searching for—
a lttle paper packet wrapped round and
round with

of white sewing
Mr. Bubs unwouns

many yards
thread.,  This thread
very carefully.
he took of
pin

therefrom the merest
powder and flirted it into
of water from hls fingers.
“I reckon you'll work
you!” he exclalmed.

At this juncture Allss Elviry came out,
wondering what the children were dolng.
Watching the manipulations of her brother,

pinch
the

now, plague on

The Larger It Grew.

she laughed uneasily, =aying: “You may
thank your stars there ain't law agin
viteheraft n this part of the country
That's all that Keeps ‘e from stringin
you un.'’

“Where's any witclicraft?” inguired Mr.
Bobhs hwdignantly. ‘I'm  Jest howin’
these youngsicrs a trick that 1 1s from |

Here svpsy "oman—the one that kKyor-
ir rhcumaztiz.""
remarked  Miss  El “when |

i v somethin’ pew  an’ they
allers fiy back to conjuration to account
fer it.”

“T don’t keer wh they fly."” said Mr.
IHobhs, “so0 long as v don't Iy at me.”

And, as If to = that he realiy dn't
care, he s the wouden pasddle and be-
gan to whip the water again. This time all
the Lubhbles disappeared save one, and tin
morg Mr. Hobs whippsd the water the
larger It grew Prescontiy placisd the
pan on a lar 3 cul of 4
poplar itree Wes s a
table and scmetimi enek
and e« ed to W H the hu
ble gro r larger and lareger all the while.,
Crecasiona he poked his g le into the
bubble and withdrew It quickly, as if to
test its consigtency. The ehildr

1 could =

the padd!e go Into the bubb it
come oul, but the bubble ftseif remained in-
tact, and continued to expand.

“You sea dat, don't you?"' exclaimed Dro-
silla. Tho bubble was now as tull as the
tallest of the children and large a: in
prapoertion.

Mr. Bobs took his pipe, inserted it in the
bubhble at the edge of the pun amnd began
to blow with all his mizcht. This he dul at
short Intervals until all the water in the
pan scemed to be exhausted. Then, with
ths stem of the pipe sti|l in his mouth, he
took the paddle and carefully scruped the
bubble from the edge of the 1, and by
a deft motlon of his hand, moved the pan
entirely.

That was certalnly a slght for the chil-
Aren to see—a bubble as high and as bl as
a small house, swaying gently in the sun-
light, and showing forth all the ecolors of
the ralnbow. It was very wonderful in-
deed, and Sweetest Susan was quick to
declare that she had never before seen any-
thing as beautiful.

and see

Mr. Babs seemed to he very much grati- |

fled at this. **'Tain't the best I can do,"
ha explained. “I'd have to make a dozen
or more before I git my hand in. But this
un Is good enough. Ef vou finad anvbody
'round here what can build a bubble that
won't bust ner float off, why, jest ax ‘cm
to do it, that's all. No,”" he declared, “'that
ain't all, nuther.”

He took a small leaf and laid it on the
slde of the bubble. Instantly 1t began to
rotate and travel In a small circla, drawing
after i1, as It seemed, the most beautiful
shades of green and gold and purple. It
seemed, indeed, to be the center of an iri-
descent whirlpool, and the children stnod
gazing at it with open mouths and eVes,

The glistening colors appealed strongiy 1o
Drusilla, “Ef you ecould hear brass bands
a-playin’” she exclaimed, '‘dis wouldn't
lack much er bein' a whole clircus.”

Mr., Bobe walked arcound the bubhle and
examined it critlcally, smoothixz it with
h::-:l wm;-]en paddle.

“I'm jest a-feelin’ 'round fer to w
the door 1s,"" he explained. Apmﬁzguvh}ﬁ
soon found 1t, for he spoke to Buster John,

Come on,” he safd; “jump right in.”" The
youngster hesitated for an instant, but his
surroundlngs gave him assurance. “Walk
right in,” Mr. Bobs Insisted, and gave a
quick flirt with the paddle as Buster John
touched the bubble—a quick flirt with the
Dl'l.ddl]{;‘. and JSgreetps't Susan and Drusilla
saw Buster John disappear, swa if
as 'l: were, by the bubble. b

“Now, then," saild Mr. Bobs, wa
paddle on high, “come on, an’ in :’lr‘l gyc‘:aﬁ
There, plunge right In!"

Sweetest Susan went forward timidly. “Is
it golng to fly away with us, Mr. Baoha?''
she a.:.;kcd.t Shemhad already experienced
one adventure at was t pl i ‘
Spo iy not pleasing to

"“Why, what ldees wyou've got, honey!"”
exclalmed Mr. Bobs. “How can a bubble
ﬂ.y away with you children on the inside?
You might as well ax me ef o crow can fly
away wl' a bale of cotton.”

“But thls bubble {s different from other
bubbles," suggested Sweetest Susan,

“It is; it shore is,"" assented Mr, Bohs;
‘4t shore is, fer I made it myself, But, in
wi' you; don't let your buddy git lone-
gome,""

Sweetest Susan was still a Httle afraid,
but she went forward all the same, and the
hubble seemed to swallow her just as It had
swallowed Buster John,

Mr. Bobs now turned to Drusilla.
on, ef you're a-comin'.”

“T ain’t bleedze ter go in dar, is 17" she
asked.

“Go In, or stay out; it's all one to me.
Ceme! Talk out! Which ts {t? It'll do you
no good to go In, ner no harm nuther.

Drusilla hesitated a moment, just a mo-
ment, and then she went to the bubble.
“1 don’t went none-er dai r scepsuds ter

“Come

They were curious to |

Then, unfolding the paper, |

| tion of thinegs, and

=

Eit in my eyes,”” she remarked with =«
shiver,
“"Shet vour eyes, then,” said Mr. Bobs

Drusilla did more than that, she held her
breath. Then, with a whiff of dampness
on her face, she found herself inside the
bubble. She turned to see where and how
she got in, but she was so surprised at the
view that presented itself that she fairly
gasped with astonishment. Away off in the
distance she could see somebody that re-
semhled Mr. Bobs, but he seemed to be
hanging in the air, heels upward. Not far
from him was his house: and that, too, was
upside down. By some curicus freak of
perspective the house and its surroundings,
including Mr. Bobs, presented a picture not
larger than your thumbnall.

*“1 didn't know 1 wuz sech a
Jumper,” she sald to herself,

Then she looked around for Buster John
and Sweetest Susan, and saw them soms
distance away. They were evidently as
much puzzled as she was. The bublile no
longer seemed to he a bubble, Viewed from
the outside, it had appeared to be no larger
than a small house, In the inslde, however,
as Drusilla remarked, it wns as blg as all
out doors. They walked about timidly at
first for fear of breaking the bubble, but
they soon forgat all about that precaution
They seemed to be in & wlde and perfectly
level field—a field with a shining floor.
Over this floor the many-hued colors of the
rainbow chased one another lncessantly,
wrlggling, twisting, whirling. The children
wittehed this display until Drusilla made a
remark that had astonishing results.

“1 know whar we at,” she sald; “dish yer
place I8 whar dey make ralnbows. You kin
see um plattin’ um now.”

At this both Buster John and Sweetest
Susan laugned aloud; whereupon the rain-
bow colors seemed to be shattered into
thousands of fragments, and they ran
about on the floor, shaken into all sorts of

mighty

disturbed shapes. Almost as curious as
this spectacle were the wonderful echoes
that took up the sound of the children’s

aughter, carryving it away and bringing it
baek again in greater volume, A thousand
children seemed to e laughing, sometimes
cloge at hand, and then far away.

Idrusilla was alarmed. *'I done tol' you-
all 'bout puttin® yo' heads in all kinder
holes an’ traps,” she sald under her breath.
“You may call dis & bubble ef you wanter;

bui ‘tain’t no mo’ & bubble dan I'm a bub-
ble. Laowk over yvo' head; does yo' see any
bubhble-skin er frame, er hide, er whatso-
mever yvou may call 1t?7 Neo, wvou don't.
*Sildder dat, yo' see two suns a-shining. 1
done promise myse’'f when we went und’
dat spring dat 1 wap't gwine let yo' drag
me In no mo' places. An" yit, here 1 18!

You done drag me in here, an’ now yo' got
ter drag me out—ef 1 ever is ter git out™

“Why, there's nothing to do but to break
the bubble," Buster John stoutly asserted.

“Show me whar dey’s any bubble' ecried
Drusilla. “Yo' don't see none, an’ [ don't
gee none. We're in a ralnbow fact'ry, an’
we better git out fo' {t thunders.”

Dirusilla’s considerations led the children
to look around them more carefully than
they had Jdone; and even Buster John was
compelled to admit that he could see noth-
ing like the walls of a bubble, If walls they
may be called.

Une fact that disturbed them more than
any other was that they could see no hori-
zon line. The horizon exista only in the im-
aginatlon, but it plays a very lmportant
part in our actual experience. It provides
a boundary, a limit. But 1t was absent
new, and its absence, together with the
fact that two separate and distinet suns
appeared to be shining overhead, gave a
welrd aspect to this new landscape, or, to

be more exact, the bubble-scape. And
while the shimmering, seething, whirling,
i ralnbow eolors were beautiful to be

tkey began to add to the confusion after a
while.

In the midst of it
not once, but twice, She tried hard t
the sneezes back, to “hol” "em in”
s bu: they had to come, and wh
seemed to shake the

the sound of
shneezes was heard In the air.The two suns

sneezed,
] k.-.-—p
B

as

all Drusilla

id

did come, t LS
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20 by Joel Chandler Harris

zled “What s a bubble? she askad.!
“Why, a bubble—a bubbie t=2—well bth=
ble is a pi of soap-suds into which ate
has been blown,” replied Sacetes: Susan,’
somewhat doubtfully 4
“How big a piece, and how much a'r. s
necessary (o make a budblc™ inguired the'
Queen of Iireams 4
“T'm sure 1 dan't know re spomn h'hl:

Sweetlest Susan. “"Bubbles are of all sinesg
but this one = the largest 1 ever saw ™ ‘i
“Which one?” The Queen of Meums was
A very persistent seeler afror damation. §
“The bubble we are in nown'’ exclaimed|
Sweeteat Susan
The Queen of Dreams shook Her head and |
frowned slightly. At this Drusiila nudged

A Evwarm of Smnller Figures.

Baster John, and remarked in a whispeny
“1 done tal' you we ain’t got no busioess iny
here—ef wo {5 in hera. Dem are crecturs *11
gho do us damage.” "
But the Quecn of Direams wis not angry:
she was only puzzied. In a 1 while she
tried to mak: hersalf very pleasant. Sha
seemed to bhe very proud of her subjects
She paraded them hefore the children and

called off their names, Ther: were Miroa
Ple Dream, and his twin brother, Fruit)
Cake Dream, and Muffin and Walles, and’
Green Apple Dreams, and cver so many,

more. While the Qusen of Dreams waa de-
ecribing the beauties of her dyspepiic sub-
Jects, Drusiila saw coming toward 1hem the

most horrible-looking object tmaginable,
Bhe tried to warn the others, lLut she
couldn’t sp*ak. She could orly point her;
finger and nod her head The creaturs,
geemed to he as big around the boady es a'
horse. Ita forelegs were short, whila ite
hind legs wer* long, #o that in crawling
along the ground, as it was now Jdoing, it
med to bé crouching as i resady to!
spring. It had two talls longer than an
alligator’s body, and {ts head was as big as
a barrel and = nmething | wmt of
a hippopotamis, 1is vars w long,
as e of a mule; 1te 2yes wers lergos and
green, and, when it gaped ) ~ f its
mouth was as red as red flann .
v ther fn a
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AT THIS THE CHILDREN

overhead reeled and shook &nd whirled
about each other, and colors whirled in the
floor tiil they lost all semblance of propor-
tlon.

And then, while waltlng for this devasta-
tion to siop itself, the children saw a little
woman come gliding toward them, followed
by a swarm of smaller flgures,

“We're gone now,” exclalmed Drusiila,
excitedly. *We done stirred um up. We
better make a break an' git out er here "fo'
dey jump on us an’ git us down."”

But somehow, nelther Buster John nor
Sweetest Susan was frightened. There was
nothing alarming abou: these Uttle people—
If peaple they were. The little woman whao
seemed to be the leader was not ugly at
all. If she had been an old crone with &
vellow tooth the children might have felt
some uneasiness, but her appearance was
very pleasing, although she seemed to be
somewhat weary., And all the smaller ones
that came after her seemed to be solemn
and weary. DBDut they were not too weary
to form themseives In a ring, of which the
children were the center, and go marching
around, singing & song of edmplaint. Thelr
valees were not strong, and it was all the

children could do to catch a few of the
words of the song. A part of 1t was as fol-
lows:

“If you stay awake while you sleep,
You will find that the whole isn*t half;
You will find it 1s funny to weep,
And awfully solemn to laugh.
Oh, hear one cause of complaint—
It "tis, It "twas, it "tain't!”

“T tell you dey got us!" said Drusilla in a
low tone. “Dey ain't no sense in what dey
singin'. Dey er all ravin' crazy. Look at
um. ow dey waggle dey heads an’ wobble
"bout when dey walk. Dey sho is got us!™

When the song, If such it eould be called,
was done the little woman came toward the
children. Her attltude was not threalen-
irg, but Drusilla made haste to g=t behind
her companions.

“You don’t seem to know me,” the little
woman sald.

“No, we don't.
Sweetest Susan.

“I'm the Queen of Dreams," replled the
other,

"Are we dreaming now?"’
asked, somewhat bluntly.

“How could that be?"' sald the Queen of
Dreams. “You are not asleep. and we are
only here becauseée of a hideous rnulse we
heard. We were gsleep. Do you think we
should be disturba:d in our own kingdom®
Wa can’t help ourselves at this moment,
but do you think it is right to invade our
territory 7"

“What she talkin' "bout?" asked Dirusilla
in a whisper. “Who been "vadin' any ter'y-
tory 1"

“Why, Mr. Bobs made tlis bublle for
ug,’”” Buster John explalned.

The Queen of Dreams scemed to be puz-

Who are you?' asked

Buster Jchn

| upen his mout

TURNED AND RAN AWAY.,
ong ey 2 and finds ITe's a groat -\t'
of mine Cloms il, and s hum

n«
At this Drusilla
children after hes
they weras standing,
close to Mr. Bobs, who
Ing his t90is on an «
“I clean forgot to t you not
there too long,” he remarkesd
have fresh alr, and you can't git that in a
bubble. But «f you say the wor Il Blow
¥ou up a blgger one, an' yon ¢ day in &
longar."

to stay In
ks must

But the children shook their heads and!
thanked him. "They didn't want any mura!l
bubhb that day

“You better le'me make you a good hig
‘un,” Mr. Bohs nsisted. T ‘most know the

nigger gal thers
big 'un."”
“Humph! You don't know me, len” saidi
Drusilla, with some bluniness, I'am what!
llkes bubbles can git in um an’ =tay in um)
fer what 1 keer. All I'm skeered un is!
dat I'll git in um in my dreams. Ef I does, |
:ve'y hair in my haid'll be gray de nex' .
time you sefs: me.” w
and ha
laughed so long and so loully tha: Miss|

would ke to git in a gr:at)

Elviry came 10 the door to see what tha
mealter was, .

“Why, what In the world?" she sx-
claimed.

“I'm j=st laughin’ at that gal the=a*" Mn,
Bobs explained, when he could control hime |
self. “She went into the bubble wlong wi'
the others.”

“Why will you go on that awav? An' at
your age, too.- It's a plum shame!” ex-
clalmed his elster,

“Why, Elviry, ten year from now thesa
youngsters wouldn't take a hundred dollanrg |
for what they've saw today* L

And no doubt this wes true %o far as
Buster John and Sweetest Busan wers cone
cerned; but with Drusilla It was different, |
For many months she was filled with indig-
nation toward Mr. Bobs, and it was many)
months more before she could be induecsy!
to go out of the house alon: at night. Even'
then she would say, “Ef you want me ter'
£0, You better gi' me a bottle er som= Kins|
der medicin’, kaze ef I meet dat Thing cut!
dar, I'll have t:n fits 'fo' you kin ax mé'
what de matter.” o

— - E |
He was suing for a divoree. 1
“Judge,’” he said, and there was a pitiful,

tremor in his voice, “every night she m

up the most awful chafing dish messes thlﬂ

mortal man ever sampled?!™ 3
“Hut you didn't have to eat them," ua.lg,
the judge, sharply. &
The, plaintff looked at the judge uﬁ»&'
ingly, 5 |
ou don't know my wife, judge,” :
simuply said.
He got
Dealer, [ ™




